CAMBRIDGESHIRE AND PETERBOROUGH FIRE AUTHORITY

COMMUNITY SAFETY COMMITTEE - MINUTES

Date:

11 September 2006

Time:

13:00 – 14:15
Place:
Fire & Rescue Service HQ, Hinchingbrooke Cottage, Brampton Road, Huntingdon

Present:
Councillors: R Butcher, S Giles, D Harty, M Smith (Chairman), L W McGuire, H Williams

5.
MINUTES


It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 26th June 2006 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.


Arising from the minute 4 (Date and Time of Future Meetings), the Committee discussed whether the Committee should in future meet on the same afternoon as the Scrutiny and Performance Committee.  The Committee noted that there were both advantages and disadvantages in meeting on the same day and that the Democratic Services Manager consider these when developing the new calendar of meetings for the Authority.

6.
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN


The Committee noted that Councillor Boddington who had been elected Vice-Chairman of the Committee at the last meeting, was no longer a member of the Committee.  Accordingly, the Committee elected Councillor R Butcher as Vice Chairman of the Committee.

7.
COMMUNITY FIRE SAFETY INITIATIVES FOR THE YOUNG AND THE OLDER PEOPLE - UPDATE


The Committee received a report informing members of the level of engagement between CFRS personnel and the young and older people within Cambridgeshire communities in the context of community fire safety initiatives.


The Committee was informed of;

· The duty under the Fire and Rescue Services Act to promote fire safety education.

· Inconsistencies throughout the 6 districts in terms of resource allocation, package standardisation, staff training and style of delivery.

· The extensive range of fire safety initiatives directed towards young people and the more limited and sometimes ad-hoc initiatives involving older people.

· Indications that community safety initiatives were not properly focussed on the appropriate risk groups. 

· The need to develop a County based strategy and policy for the delivery of fire safety initiatives which focussed resources on the basis of risk and need.


The Committee noted:


· References in the report to Huntingdon District should refer to Huntingdonshire District.

· The desirability of optimising the use of current resources before seeking further resources.

· The particular difficulty of reaching vulnerable older people who lived alone and had only limited outside contact.

· Suggestions from members to use the mailing list and periodic mailings from Age Concern to contact local groups and establishments supporting older people and to work in partnership with District Nurses in identifying and contacting vulnerable older people.

· Work undertaken by the CFRS to reduce the incidence of stack fires.

· The implementation of the Regulatory Reform Order from 1st October 2006 would place responsibility on a responsible person to carry out a fire risk assessment of premises and to put in place arrangements to address and mitigate those risks.  The risk assessment and the resulting action plans would be inspected by the Service, with priority being given to the inspection of those establishments at greatest risk, including establishments where there was a sleeping risk.  This would replace current licensing arrangements, although advice on compliance, within reason, would still be available.

· The possibility of using “Child Whispering” as a system of communication with young people.

The Committee unanimously:

(I) 
noted the report and recognised:


· The difference in the number of initiatives for the young compared to those available for older people.

· The need to standardise, monitor and evaluate on a continual basis the Service’s approach to intervention.

· The need for the allocation of appropriate levels of funding to ensure staff were properly trained to deliver the initiative and deal with situations that may arise whilst they are doing so.

(ii)
asked that reports be made to the next meeting of the Committee on:

· the implementation and impact of the Regulatory Reform Order .

· the possible use of “child whispering” as a means of communicating with young people.

· action being taken to reduce incidents of arson.

CHAIRMAN
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