Agenda Item 4
TO:
Policy and Finance Committee

FROM:
Treasurer to the Fire Authority 

DATE:
28 November 2006

FINANCIAL ESTIMATES 2007/08

1.
Purpose

1.1
To present the Authority’s draft 2007/08 revenue and capital estimates including precept and indicative Council Tax calculations for endorsement.


2.
Recommendations

2.1 The Policy and Finance Committee is asked to endorse the recommendations to the Fire Authority relating to draft revenue and capital budget estimates as a basis for consultation as detailed on page 11 of the budget book.
3.
Background

3.1
The Authority set a band D Council Tax rate of £50.40 for 2006/07, a 4.5% increase over the rate set in 2005/06.  

3.2
The ODPM’s published “The Fire and Rescue Service National Framework 2006/08” in April 2006.  The framework highlights that Government expects all Fire and Rescue authorities to ensure they do not set excessive increases in 2006/07 and 2007/08.

3.3
The Integrated Risk Management Plan for 2007/08 is currently the subject of consultation.  The recommendations included within the Plan will be fully costed as required.  However, none of the proposals are expected to have a financial impact during 2007/08.

4.
Risk Assessment

4.1
Economic/Political – The Council Tax increase must be set an appropriate level to protect the financial stability of the Authority without breaching any capping thresholds. 

5.
Draft Budget Book 2006/07

5.1
The draft budget book enclosed at Appendix 1 details the complexities of the budget and financing.

6.
Consultations

6.1
The Authority is required to consult on its budget proposals with stakeholders, business and citizens.  The various forms of consultation to be used are detailed on page 10 of the budget book.  Feedback will be presented to the Authority at the February meeting when the precept is finally set.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

	Source Documents
	Location
	Contact



	Fire Authority Estimates 2007/08


	Hinchingbrooke Cottage

Brampton Road

Huntingdon


	Matthew Warren

01480 444619

matthew.warren@cambsfire.gov.uk 

	IRMP Consultation Document 2007/08
	Hinchingbrooke Cottage

Brampton Road

Huntingdon


	Graham Stagg

01480 444619

graham.stagg@cambsfire.gov.uk 


PAGE  
2
J:\Fire Authority\2006-07\Committees\Policy and Finance\PF Nov 28 06\Agenda & Papers\061128 AGENDA ITEM 4 - Financial Estimate 200708.doc

