Agenda Item 9 

TO:
Community Safety Committee

FROM:
Director of Operational Support
DATE:
5 September 2007

STANDARD RETAINED FIRE STATION DESIGNS

1.
Purpose

1.1 To inform the Fire Authority on works undertaken on the above scheme.

2.
Recommendations

2.1 The Committee is asked to note the preparation of standard specifications and designs for proposed future 1 & 2 bay retained stations.
3.
Risk Assessment


Financial
3.1 There is a risk that opportunities to acquire new premises at minimal costs could be jeopardised if buildings are to be specified, designed and consulted upon unique to each project.


Legal

3.2 There are no legal implications to this report.  It should be noted, however, that the standard designs indicated only the need for size and space, and do not address local planning and design requirements.

4.
Background

4.1
The average age of our premises is approaching 50 years and some require considerable investment in order to ensure they are fit for purpose and achieve modern standards of accommodation. 

4.2 Periodically the Service is approached by developers who wish to incorporate our land and premises into their scheme on the understanding that replacement CFRS premises will be provided. In the fast moving world of property development it would be advantageous to have a standard design ready to hand over for consideration.

4.3 The standard design also forms part of the Asset Management Plan.  It is imperative for the organisation to understand its operating requirements if the Plan is to become properly embedded.  Embedding of the Asset Management Plan is a key part of moving towards excellence in terms of the CPA ‘Use of Resources assessment’.

5.
Financing

5.1 The cost of specification, design and cost estimates for construction to date has been £3200. 

6.
Consultation

6.1  
The designs have been examined by the District Manager’s Group and feedback incorporated in the specification.
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