Agenda item 6 

TO:
Community Safety Committee
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Director of Community Safety
DATE:
5 September 2007

COMMUNITY SAFETY STRATEGY 2007/08

1
Purpose

1.1
To provide the Community Safety Committee with an overview of the Community Safety Strategy and Priorities for 2007/08. The strategy flows from the Fire Authority Plan and is designed to guide and provide direction to District and Station based work programmes. 
2
Recommendation
2.1
The Community Safety Committee is asked to endorse the Community Safety Strategy (attached as Appendix A) and associated priority activities.

3
Background

3.1
Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Fire Authority was one of the first to undertake proactive Community Fire Safety (CFS) in the mid 1980’s.

3.2
The types of CFS activities have evolved over time to a position now where a variety of different approaches are taken to improve community safety in general.

3.3
CFS is now a statutory duty under the Fire & Rescue Services Act 2004.

3.4
The move to District based delivery of services has helped to target work to local needs. There is a need to build on this and focus our resources on those people and communities at greatest risk. 

3.5
At risk groups of people have been identified in target wards using three years data drawn from fire reports (FDR1s) mapped using MOSAIC (Consumer segmentation information).  The Home Fire Safety Checks are identified in the Community Fire Safety Strategy.
3.6
We are now in a position to set out a strategy and associated priority activities that will drive the directorate and district work programmes during this financial year; this approach will form the framework for the work of the committee for the future.

4
Risk Assessment

4.1
Economic

The Strategy provides direction that will improve efficiency ultimately improving community safety. It will also mean that the Fire Authority is making the optimum use of its resources. Failure to target resources could lead to ineffective services and increased costs.

4.2
Social

Without an effective community safety strategy there would be an adverse impact that could reduce community well being and increase risk.

4.3
Legal

Failure to effectively reduce fire deaths and injuries could result in government intervention.

4.4
Environmental


Reducing the number and severity of fires and other emergency incidents will reduce the direct and indirect impact of those events on the natural and build environments.
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