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5 September 2007

CONCEPTS OF THE CHILD WHISPERING PROGRAMME AND INTEGRATION WITHIN THE COMMUNITY SAFETY STRATEGY

1.
Purpose

1.1
To update and inform the Community Safety Committee on progress to date of the Junior fire setter intervention programme and development of the Child Whispering concepts for future work packages.

2.
Recommendations
2.1
The Committee is recommended to:


(a) Note the Child Whispering concepts and methodology. 


(b) Appoint a member of the Committee to the steering group to be established to provide direction to the project.

3. 
Equality Impact Assessment 
3.1
This programme of Community Safety activity is to be available to all members of the community, predominately young people within Cambridgeshire and Peterborough.  Therefore the Equality Impact Assessments (EIA) will need to ensure compliance across all the agenda areas i.e. Disability Equality Scheme (DES), RES, age.

4.
Background 

4.1
In early 2006, the concepts and methodology of the Child Whispering programme were observed informally by a number of members of CFRS and Fire Authority members.  

4.2
In February 2007 a bid for funding was submitted under the Building Capacity East Programme of the East of England Government Office.  The bid was to support the adaptation and evaluation of an innovative American juvenile communication model (Child Whispering), targeted at reducing young people’s delinquent behaviour and thereby improving community safety.  The programme was intended to deliver ‘a change of life skills and enhance future development as adults’ for those exposed to the programme. 


4.3
Funding of £42 000 was secured to develop, deliver and evaluate the programme and its tools by March 2008.  A report on the outcome of the evaluation will be submitted to a future meeting of the Committee, together with information on any implications for future resourcing.

4.4
An initial contract with Child Whispering has been agreed; this includes the design of a number of the modules for use during the implementation phase of the Junior Fire Setter intervention programme.  

4.5
A number of focus groups have been established involving a range of stakeholders and relevant people.

4.6
The Junior Fire Setter intervention scheme is unique as it is delivered to specific ‘at risk’ young people and their families within the domestic home environment.
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