









Agenda Item 5

TO:

Community Safety Committee

FROM:
Head of Finance and Corporate Development

DATE:

31 October 2007

ENVIRONMENTAL STRATEGY AND ACTION PLAN

1.
Purpose
1.1
To consider and approve the Environmental Strategy and associated action plan.

2.
Recommendations
2.1
The Community Safety Committee is asked to consider the draft Strategy and recommend that the Policy and Finance Committee approves the Strategy and action plan. 


3.
Risk Assessment

3.1
Political – Central government is highly focussed on delivering sustainability through which local government plays an influential role.  It is anticipated that as the Comprehensive Performance Assessment evolves, environmental action plans will be assessed.  If we do not deliver a robust environmental improvement plan, reputational damage for the service may result.

3.2
Economic – The opportunities which exist through promoting a sustainable environment will often drive long-term cost benefits.  However, upfront investment maybe required to enable specific schemes to happen.  The Authority currently holds a Good Housekeeping Fund of £100k, that could be utilised for such schemes.

3.3
Environmental – Changes to policy and working practices will result in significant environmental improvements for the service.

4.
Background

4.1
Developing sustainability has become an ever increasing priority for all public bodies in recent years on the back of Government policy and prominent environmental issues such as climate change.
4.2
As part of the Comprehensive Spending Review 2007, linked to the Government’s ten year plan is an examination of the key long-term trends and challenges that will shape the next decade - including demographic and socio-economic change, globalisation, climate and environmental change, global uncertainty and technological change.
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