Agenda item 12

TO: 

Policy and Finance Committee

FROM: 
Director of Operational Support

DATE: 
24 April 2008

PROPOSED FIRE STATION AT NORTHSTOWE 
1. Purpose

1.1. To inform the Committee of work underway to seek a contribution for funding new premises in the new township of Northstowe under Section 106 of the Town and County Planning Act 1990.

2. Recommendations

2.1. The Committee is recommended to note:

(a) The preparation of specification and design for proposed 1 bay retained station at Northstowe.

(b) The current cooperative working with partner emergency services to provide a joint building with potential savings in space usage and construction costs.

3. Risk Assessment


Financial

3.1. There is a risk that an opportunity to acquire new premises at costs which are subject to a contribution by Developer would be lost if a submission is not made at this time.

Legal

3.2. Transfer of land will be conditional on the construction of Fire and Rescue or joint emergency service premises.

3.3. It is envisaged that a trigger point of 2000 completed dwellings will be set for premises provision. 

4. Background

4.1. The new township of Northstowe was planned in 2000/01 with the main agreement yet to be signed between Planning Authority and Developers.

4.2. The scope of the new township is:  


· Core new town area 425 hectares.

· Number of new homes 9,500 

· Total shopping areas 25,000m².

· Total office areas 7,000m².

· Total food/drink outlets 61,000m².

· School provision will be 5 primary schools and 1 secondary school

· Transport provision will be St Ives to Cambridge guided bus way, 6 stops in township.  Also link road to A14.

5. Financing

5.1. The estimated cost for a single bay fire station is £600,000 inclusive of professional, planning and building control fees.

5.2. The estimated cost for an emergency services joint building is £2,600,000 inclusive of professional, planning and building control fees. The fire and rescue proportion to be paid would be £540,000 after making allowance for 10% space efficiency.

5.3. Running costs would require negotiation with partner emergency services should a joint facility be proceeded with.  Costs apportioned on the proportion of floor area occupied will need to be adjusted to reflect actual usage of that area in terms of time occupied and activity carried out there. For example garaging requires lower maintenance and heating costs than offices.

6. Consultation and Staging
6.1. The building layout has not at present been consulted on with the South Cambridgeshire District Manager due to early stage of proposals 

6.2. Scheme drawings have been presented to the Senior Management Team for information prior to submission to Fire Authority.

6.3. The projected  timetable for the new township is:

· Public consultation on preferred option undertaken by South Cambridgeshire District Council (SCDC) : October – November 2004. 

· Local Development framework and Area Action Plan drawn up: June to July 2005

· Planning application submitted by Developers: December 2007

· Outline planning approval may be granted: December 2008

· Projected commencement and construction of infrastructure: December 2009 

· Planned start for home building: December 2010

· Projected 2000th completion and trigger point for provision of Emergency Services premises: June 2014
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