CAMBRIDGESHIRE AND PETERBOROUGH FIRE AUTHORITY

COMMUNITY SAFETY COMMITTEE - MINUTES

Date:

2 April 2008

Time:

14.30 – 16.10

Place:
Cambridgeshire Fire & Rescue Service HQ.

Present:
Councillors: R Butcher, D Harty, L W McGuire, G Murphy, 
L Oliver (Chairman) and H Williams.

Officers:
L Booth, A Scott, G Taylor
23.
Apologies

Apologies were received from Councillor S Giles.

24.
MINUTES

It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 9th January 2008 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

25.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No declarations of interest were made under the Code of Conduct.
26.
SINGLE EQUALITY SCHEME 2008 -2011 AND CORPORATE EQUALITY PLAN 


The Committee received a report on the Single Equality Scheme 2008 -2011 and Corporate Equality Action Plan 2008 – 2011 which brought together existing schemes and action plans for promoting race and disability equality.  They also addressed equality and diversity issues on gender, transgender, age, sexual orientation and religion or belief.


Members queried how the Scheme would impact in practice on the procurement of goods and services by the Authority.  It was explained that the Authority was expected to take all reasonable steps to ensure that where goods and services were being delivered through an external provider on its behalf, that the provider met the same equality standards that the Authority would expect to meet if it provided the services itself.  It was made clear in the Invitations to Tender that were sent out to prospective bidders what the Authority’s policies were on these equality issues and that the bidders were expected to prove that the policies they had in place met the Authority’s expectations.


Members made several amendments to the wording of the Scheme and asked for additional information to be added to reflect the numbers of migrant workers there were currently in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. 

The Committee agreed unanimously that, subject to the inclusion of amendments to address issues raised by the Committee, the Fire Authority be recommended to approve the Single Equality Scheme (SES) 2008 -2011 and Corporate Equality Action Plan (CEP) 2008 – 2011.


27.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

11 June 2008 at 14:30
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