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ARSON TASK FORCE (ATF) - UPDATE

1.
Purpose

1.1
To update the Community Safety Committee with the 2007/08 arson reduction statistics and make a recommendation on how to best use our resources to efficiently achieve further reductions in arson incidents in Cambridgeshire.

2.
Recommendations

2.1
The Committee is recommended:

(i) to adopt option 2 (i.e. Review the current role of the Arson Task Force (ATF), taking into account effective use of recourses across both domestic community safety and non-domestic fire safety, to include enhanced use of the attached police officer for non-domestic arson and Fire Safety Order prosecutions) with the potential to incorporate option 3 (i.e. Concentrate the efforts of the ATF, predominately in the area with the highest risk of arson, where maximum benefit can be achieved) while ensuring the valuable work and successes of arson reduction continue. The Review to take into account the requirements / needs of Cambridgeshire Constabulary from the attached police officer role to the ATF. 

(ii) to review the way in which the ATF operates and explore enhanced use of the attached police officer. 

(iii) to review partnership working and engagement, specifically in Peterborough.  

(iv) to create two way communication paths with our neighbourhoods, to enable the sharing of intelligence on arson and nuisance crime activity. 

(v) to make better use of socio-demographic analysis to target arson prevention activity.

3.
Background

3.1 
Arson crime impacts on both the individual victim and on society as a whole. It is the largest single cause of major fires in the UK and at its worst, leads to loss of life and significant financial damage.  

3.2
The target was to achieve a 10% reduction in deliberate primary fires by March 2010 based on a 2001/2 baseline for Cambridgeshire of 1,406 deliberate primary fires.  A target of a 10% reduction equates to 1,266 fires.

3.3
There has been a year on year decrease in deliberate primary fires since the current ATF structure was established nearly 4 years ago.  The team has made a valuable contribution to the reduction of arson incidents in Cambridgeshire.  At the end of 2007/08, deliberate primary fires fell to 795 equating to a 43% reduction to date.

4.
Options

4.1
The following options are open to the Service:

1 Continue with the ATF in its current form supporting fire and police resources in district, identifying strategies to reduce arson. 

2 Review the current role of the ATF, taking into account effective use of resources across both domestic community safety and non-domestic fire safety, to include enhanced use of the attached police officer for non-domestic arson and Fire Safety Order prosecutions.

3 Concentrate the efforts of the ATF, predominately in the area with the highest risk of arson, where maximum benefit can be achieved.

4 Disband the ATF and leave the work to the districts.
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