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UNWANTED FIRE SIGNALS (UFS)

1.
Purpose
1.1
To update the Community Safety Committee on the current position of Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service on the 2007/08 reduction of UFS and options and recommendations on how further reductions could be achieved.

2.
Recommendation

The Committee is recommended to endorse the following actions:

(i)
Districts and control to continue delivering their local interventions, while monitoring activity and adherence to the Standard Operating Procedure for the management of Automatic Fire Alarms (AFA) and reduction of Unwanted Fire Signals (UFS).  
(ii)
Reinstate the central Fire Signal Manager position with the remit of working with those larger premises that are experiencing UFS and to develop further strategies.  
(iii)
Expand on existing systems to manage and reduce unnecessary mobilisation of appliances to AFA. 
(iv)
Provide advice and guidance to districts to monitor and reduce UFS as they occur.

3.
Background
3.1
UFS are a significant problem for Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service and the businesses they effect.  The local intervention work undertaken by districts has had little effect on the UFS, although we have seen a year on year increase up to 2006.

3.2
A Fire Signal Manager was appointed to operate across the county from the Community Risk Reduction Group (CRRG).  The role implemented systems and liaised with large non-domestic premises to reduce UFS.  The role has been very successful reducing UFS in 2007/8 by 12%.  The temporary role finished in September 2007.  Details of the number of Unwanted Fire Signals and comparisons between 2006/07 and 2007/08 are attached as Appendix 1
4.
Options

4.1
The following range of options are open to the Service:

(i) Operate to the Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) and promote UFS intervention by the districts. (As the number of non-domestic premises increases in Cambridgeshire, the majority with fire detection, UFS are likely to increase)

(ii) Reintroduce the Fire Signal Managers post with a target reduction of 10% year on year, for 3 years.

(iii) Introduce non attendance at low risk and unoccupied buildings. (this could be incorporated in option 2 as an objective) 

(iv) Non attendance at the majority of automatic fire alarms (AFA), with the exception of identified high life risk premises.
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