CAMBRIDGESHIRE AND PETERBOROUGH FIRE AUTHORITY

STANDARDS COMMITTEE - MINUTES

Date:

15 May 2008

Time:

14.30 -14.45

Place: 
Fire & Rescue Service HQ, Hinchingbrooke Cottage, Brampton Road,   Huntingdon

Present:
Councillors: C Carter and G Harper
Independent members: Mr W Billing and Ms P Kingham


Officers: Mr M Brown and Mr G Taylor. 

Apologies:
Councillor S Kindersley  

15.
INTRODUCTIONS AND WELCOME


Councillors, Independent Members and Officers attending the meeting introduced themselves.

16.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

It was resolved that Ms P Kingham be elected Chairman of the Committee.

17.
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN

It was resolved that Mr W Billing be elected Vice-Chairman of the Committee.

18.
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on the 30th March 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

19.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No declarations were made under the Code of Conduct.  

Members noted that Mr W Billing was also the Chair of the Standards Committee of East Cambridgeshire District Council and that Ms P Kingham was a former member of the Police Authority's Standards Committee.

20.
LOCAL ASSESSMENT OF COMPLAINTS

The Committee received a report on the implications of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 and associated Regulations which introduced new arrangements for the local assessment of complaints alleging breaches of the Code of Conduct by members of the Fire Authority.

The Committee considered recommendations relating to:

· the membership of the Standards Committee

· the establishment of 3 sub committees 

· the arrangements for appointing members to these sub committees

· authorising the Monitoring Officer to agree further matters required to implement the new arrangements including proposals for changes in the Fire Authority's constitutional documents.

Members noted that the Regulations allowed Independent members of the Standards Committees of other local authorities to be appointed for specific meetings or items and that such a facility would be useful in covering any absences or conflicts of interest by Independent members of the Committee.

It was resolved:

(i)
That the Fire Authority be recommended:

(a) that as an interim measure the membership of the Standards Committee be increased to 6 members comprising 4 Councillors and 2 Independent members.

(b) that an Assessment Sub-Committee be appointed comprising one Independent member and 2 Councillors to undertake the initial assessment of complaints under Section 57A of the 2000 Act.

(c) that a Review Sub-Committee be appointed comprising one Independent member and 2 Councillors to undertake reviews of decisions on the initial assessment of complaints under Section 57B of the 2000 Act.

(d) that a Hearings Sub-Committee be appointed comprising one Independent member and 2 Councillors to undertake the hearing of complaints and to determine what action should be taken.

(e) that the Fire Authority’s Monitoring officer be authorised to appoint members to sub-committees of the Standards Committee in consultation with the Chairman of the Committee.
(ii)
that the Monitoring Officer, in consultation with the Chairman of the Committee, be authorised to approve any further matters required in order to implement the new arrangements for the local assessment of complaints under the Code of Conduct.

(iii)
that the Monitoring Officer be authorised to make recommendations to the Fire Authority to bring about the required changes to the terms of reference, etc of the Standards Committee to implement the changes recommended by the Committee.

21.
STANDARDS BOARD FOR ENGLAND ANNUAL CONFERENCE


The Committee received details of the Standards Board for England Annual Conference which was to be held on 13th and 14th October 2008 in Birmingham and considered attendance by members and officers.  It was noted that previous conferences had been found to be useful events and that attendance at this year's conference would contribute to the training of members and officers in the new arrangements for the local assessment of complaints.

It was resolved:

That 3 delegate places be booked at the Conference for the 2 Officers supporting the Committee and either the Chairman or Vice Chairman of the Committee depending on whether attendance by the Vice Chairman was supported by East Cambridgeshire District Council.
22. 
DATE OF FUTURE MEETING

The Committee noted that the next meeting of the Committee would be held on 3rd October at 14.30. 

CHAIRMAN
